Clergy Background Check Standard – Oxford v. Praesidium
In order for the United Church of Christ (UCC) to circulate an individual “profile”, clergy are required to submit to a background check every eighteen months at a cost of $160.  Because of the substantial cost there have been attempts to compare the cost and scope of services provided by the Insurance Board (IB) through its partner, Praesidium, Inc.  Understandably, clergy would like to substitute a lower cost service were it possible.  On the other hand, the IB instituted its service with the goal of providing a basic level of service covering volunteers and lay employees only.  

Praesidium has substantially the same capabilities as other services, including those of Oxford Document Management Company, Inc, the service now employed by the UCC. However, the menu available through the IB and Praesidium is significantly limited compared to the scope prescribed by the UCC for clergy.  Were Praesidium to provide the same scope of service there would be substantial incremental increases in the cost.

The UCC/Oxford specification requires the following for clergy:

· Seven year residential and employment address history (e.g., clergy lives in one country but serves a church in another county).
· The following checks are conducted

· County criminal history (resident and employment counties) (P, one county)
· State jurisdictions overlapping the counties

· Federal jurisdictions overlapping the counties

· National Background Directory (B, C, P)
· National Sex Offender Predator Registry (B,C, P)
· Social Security number trace (C, P)
For comparison, the IB/Praesidium program provides checks as noted above for corresponding Basic (B), Confidence (C) and Praesidium (P) service.)
Incremental costs include the service fee plus the jurisdictional fee.  Across the country, jurisdictional fees vary substantially from a few dollars to $25 or more.  While the actual search requirements for an individual may be limited if residence and employment are static, for others numerous jurisdictional searches are required.  Pricing is based upon average costs to provide the specified scope of background investigation.
The IB does not intend that its service be applied to clergy background checks.  The IB strongly encourages the rigor of clergy background checks prescribed by the denominations it serves (UCC, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Presbyterian Church USA) and does not support using Praesidium service as a substitute.
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