
Forecasters with NOAA’s
National Weather Service are
predicting a below-normal
hurricane season for the
Atlantic basin this year.
NOAA’s outlook for the 2026
Atlantic hurricane season,
which runs June 1 to
November 30, predicts a 35%
chance of a near-normal
season, a 10% chance of an
above-normal season, and a
55% chance of a below-
normal season.
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The agency is forecasting a total of 8-14 named storms (winds of 39 mph or higher). Of those, 3-6 are
forecast to become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or higher), including 1-3 major hurricanes (category 3, 4,
or 5 with winds of 111 mph or higher). NOAA has a 70% confidence in these ranges. An average season has
14 named storms with seven hurricanes, including three major hurricanes. 

“NOAA’s rapid integration of advanced technology, including AI-based weather models, drones, and next-
generation satellite data will deliver actionable science to safeguard the lives and livelihoods of the
American people,” said NOAA Administrator Neil Jacobs, Ph.D. “These new capabilities, combined with the
unmatched expertise of our National Weather Service forecasters, will produce the most accurate
forecasts possible to protect communities in harm’s way.”

The Atlantic season is expected to be below normal due to competing factors. El Niño is expected to
develop and intensify during the hurricane season, while ocean temperatures in the Atlantic are expected
to be slightly warmer than normal, and trade winds are likely weaker than average. El Niño conditions
tend to support fewer tropical storms and hurricanes, while warmer ocean temperatures and low winds
support a more active year.
NOAA’s outlook is for overall seasonal activity based on large-scale weather and climate patterns. It does
not indicate where or when any storms may affect land, as that is determined by short-term and variable
weather patterns. The outlook is not a landfall forecast. 
“Preparing now for hurricane season — and not waiting for a storm to threaten — is essential for staying
ahead of any storm. Visit weather.gov/safety and Ready.gov for important preparedness information,”
added Graham.
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