
Churches across the country may find that planning for 

this season is different from previous seasons as they 

consider the need to protect their congregants and 

their community. Proper preparation of the site,     

building, equipment, personnel, utilities for before,   

during, and after the hurricane will all serve to limit 

physical and business disruption. If you have an       

emergency preparedness plan, take the time to adjust  

it to address COVID-19 protocols. If you do not, use this 

time to develop one and add pandemic protocols. 

Preparing Today 

 Check caulking around windows/doors to ensure no 

deterioration has occurred, which will help prevent 

wind-driven rain from entering.  

 Prune weak branches and trees around the property 

and remove limbs that overhang or are too close to 

the structure. Use hearty native plants in the       

landscaping design. Use mulch instead of pebbles 

(pebbles can become “missiles”). 

 Install a back-up generator that can power air  

conditioning and critical electrical equipment and 

electronics (alarm system). If you own a back-up   

generator, have it maintained annually and tested    

to ensure proper operation.  

 Make sure drains allow water to flow freely. 

Preparing for hurricanes can make the difference between 
incurring minor damage or catastrophic loss; the 2020  season 
includes the added stress of being in the middle of a         
pandemic. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) forecasts a 60% chance for an above-normal season, 
predicting a 70% chance of having ten or more hurricanes, 
including three to six major hurricanes (Categories 3-5). 

2020 Hurricane 
Season Is Here 

When a Hurricane is Pending 

 Install storm shutters and secure doors/windows 

with a plan to have them completed no later than  

24 hours before the forecasted landfall.  

 Move important/valuable items to the center of the 

room, away from windows/doors. Elevate them as 

much as possible in case of water pools on the floor. 

 Remove window treatments. In the event draperies 

cannot be removed, elevate, or secure/encase the 

lower portion of drapes in plastic.  

 Roll up area rugs and move them to the center of  

the room. Elevate them if possible. 

 Place towels at the base of doors and windows. 

 Bring all outdoor furniture in and remove potted 

plants, lawn ornaments and sculptures, and store 

them indoors.  

 Fill the fuel supply for your electrical generator; test 

the generator to ensure it is functioning correctly.  

 Place critical documents (insurance policies, bank 

account, checks, credit card information, and        

important contact numbers) in a sealed water-tight 

container; take with you if, and when, you evacuate. 

 If people will be staying on any church property   

during the storm, make sure there is an emergency 

kit. Visit https://www.ready.gov/kit  for kit item    

recommendations. 

Watch vs Warning: A hurricane watch is issued when hurricane conditions are possible within 
36 to 48 hours. A hurricane warning is issued when hurricane conditions are expected within 
24 to 36 hours. 

https://www.ready.gov/kit
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After a Hurricane 

 If you were ordered to evacuate, only return when  

authorities say it is safe to do so. 

 Avoid downed power lines. 

 Be wary of any gas lines that may have been damaged. 

If a gas leak is suspected, stay out of the property until 

the utility company deems it safe.  

 If you discover water inside the building, contact a  

restoration company immediately to begin the water 

extraction process.  

 If the power is out do not use candles. Use flashlights. 

 If you can, run the air conditioner to dehumidify the 

property. 

 Remove any wet items and store them somewhere 

where they can dry safely, if possible. 

 Create a list and take photographs of damaged items 

and structural damage to support any submitted claim 

and restoration process.  

 Call your insurance agent to report any damage. 

If You Are Ordered to Evacuate 

 If you need to evacuate, prepare a “go kit” with    
personal items you cannot do without during an 
emergency. Include items that can help protect you 
and others from COVID-19, such as hand sanitizer 
with at least 60% alcohol, bar or liquid soap,       
disinfectant wipes, and two masks for each person.  

 Know a safe place to shelter and have several ways 
to receive weather alerts. Find out if your local     
public shelter is open, in case you need to go there. 
Your shelter location may be different this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 If you need to go to a disaster shelter, follow CDC 
recommendations for staying safe and healthy in 
a public disaster shelter during the COVID-19       
pandemic. 

 Follow safety precautions when using    
transportation to evacuate. If you have to travel 
away from your community to evacuate,        
follow safety precautions for travelers to protect 
yourself and others from COVID-19. 

Courtesy of Travelers #ThinkSafe 

Hurricane Myth: Open Windows to Alleviate Pressure 

This myth is based on the misconception that pressure can 

build up in your building during a storm to the point of 

causing complete structural failure. According to the Na-

tional Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, no building is 

built airtight and an over-pressurization to this degree is 

not possible. Opening windows presents the danger of fly-

ing objects entering your church. Therefore, all windows 

should be closed and shuttered during a hurricane. 

https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes/covid-19/public-disaster-shelter-during-covid.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/using-transportation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/using-transportation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.html



