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Wildfire Causes

Humans are the cause of four out of five 

wildfires with ignitions commonly caused by 

campfires, cigarettes and vehicle sparks. 

Wildfire Travel 

Wildfires move faster when travelling uphill than downhill 

because heat rises. 

Secondary Perils 

Wildfires can cause pollution, landslides, mudslides 

and flash floods. 
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Influence on Weather 

As heat from large wildfires rises, the air cools and 

condenses to form clouds which can produce rainfall. This 

rain is sometimes enough to extinguish the fires. 

Firenadoes 

Large fires can spawn "firenadoes" which can extend 

hundreds of feet tall and measure more than 1000 °C/1832F. 

This is 25% hotter and 100x higher than a standard wildfire. 
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