Non-Conforming Vans
Ousted by School Buses
Representatives from Blue Bird Body Co., Thomas Built Buses and Mid
Bus Inc. say they have recently experienced an increase in orders for school
buses from Head Start and private and charter schools.
“We’re seeing a ground swell of interest that’s not going to go away,” said
Blue Bird President Paul Glaske. He said the company’s Type A Micro-Bird
has been a hot-seller as a van replacement. “We’re producing all that we
can produce and could sell some more if we could make more,” he said.
Glaske praised the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration for
levying fines against auto dealers who sell non-conforming vans to schools
and also credited a segment of NBC’s “Dateline” that publicized the
superior safety of school buses over vans. “Now the schools themselves are
saying, ‘Wait a minute, maybe we’d better look at this thing.’ This is good
for students and for parents who are concerned about the structure of the
vehicles their children are riding in.”
Meanwhile, Thomas Built Buses has seen an increase in sales of its Type A
Minotour model for the past couple of years. “I think it’s directly related to
the Strebler case and the publicity that the case has received,” says Ken
Hedgecock, Thomas Built’s national distributor sales manager.
Jacob Strebler is the 6-year old boy who was riding in a 15-passenger van
operated by a private school when it was struck by an 18-wheeler that ran a
red light on July 12, 1994. Strebler family attorneys argued that Jacob, who
was killed in the crash, would have survived if he had been riding in a
school bus.
The resulting out-of-court settlement by the trucking company, the private
school and the dealership that sold the van to the school was the highest
ever in a wrongful death case of a child in South Carolina.
Lynn Metzger, president of Mid Bus Inc. In Bluffton, Ohio, said he’s also
seen a dramatic increase in sales of Type A vehicles to charter schools and
Head Start operators in the wake of the “Dateline” segment.
Reprinted with permission from School Bus Fleet, August 1998.
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Loss Control CFLC

Publicity about the dangers of non-conforming vans has prompted many
Head Start agencies and private schools to replace their non-conforming
vans with school buses.

For more information, contact your local Hartford
agent or your Hartford Loss Control Consultant.
Visit The Hartford’s Loss Control web site at
http://www.thehartford.com/corporate/losscontrol/

The information provided in these materials is intended to be general and advisory in nature. It shall not be considered legal advice. The Hartford does not warrant that the implementation of any view or recommendation contained herein will: (i) result in the elimination of any unsafe conditions at your business locations
or with respect to your business operations; or (ii) will be an appropriate legal or business practice. The Hartford assumes no responsibility for the control or
correction of hazards or legal compliance with respect to your business practices, and the views and recommendations contained herein shall not constitute our
undertaking, on your behalf or for the benefit of others, to determine or warrant that your business premises, locations or operations are safe or healthful, or are
in compliance with any law, rule or regulation. Readers seeking to resolve specific safety, legal or business issues or concerns related to the information provided
in these materials should consult their safety consultant, attorney or business advisors. All information and representations herein are as of March 2009.
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